
 

 

SPRING 
BREAK! 
April 15 – 19 
April 22 is a regular 

PLC Monday! 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Chili Cook-Off 
and Talent Show 
The 5th Annual Chili Cook-Off and 
Talent Show is Thursday, April 
11. Whether you’re entering your 
own chili or just coming to enjoy 
a sampling of others’ recipes and 
some amazing talent, it’s a night 
to remember! 

 

 
Help us make 

sure Alta Vista 
has a Dedicated 
TK next year! 

We are five students away from a 
full TK next fall…SPREAD THE 
WORD to friends and neighbors 
to check out Alta Vista for TK by 
taking a tour and learning more 
about our unique and wonderful 
school.  Enrollment is open now! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Good Luck  
Alien Tacos! 

AVCCS Destination Imagination 
Team, the Alien Tacos, goes to 

the State Tournament on April 6! 
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BUCKS NOTES 
A LOOK AT THE MONTH OF APRIL 

April 3 – Grade 5: Math Diagnostic Test 
April 4 - Deadline to order your 2018/19 Yearbook  
April 5 - Sammi Circuit Assembly 
April 6 – DI team Alien Tacos goes to State Tournament!  
April 8 – AVCCS Governance Council Meeting 
April 8 – AEF Gilligan’s Island Fundraiser Dinner 
April 11 - 5th Annual Chili Cook-Off and Talent Show 
April 15-18 - Spring Break (no school) 
April 22 – PLC Monday (the snow day has been canceled) 
April 24 – Grade 2: Market Day 
April 25 – Grades 4 & 5: Roller King Field Trip 
April 30 – Grade 5: Tour of E. V. Cain 
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Measuring Student Academic Growth with CAASPP and MAP 
Summer is just around the corner!  Before we wrap up this school year, we must 
measure our student’s academic growth. After Spring Break, Alta Vista students 
will take the Measured Academic Progress (MAP) tests.  Additionally, students in 
grades 3, 4 and 5 will take the California Assessment of Student Performance and 
Progress (CAASPP). CAASPP has two assessments for English/Language Arts and 
two assessments for Mathematics. Fifth graders will also take the California 
Science Test (CAST) and the Physical Fitness Test. 

These summative assessments are online tests that measure students’ knowledge 
and skills.  CAASPP includes different types of questions that allow students to 
interact with the questions. The results help us identify gaps in knowledge or skills 
early on, so your child can get the support needed to be successful in school.  Tests 
will be administered between 8:00 and 10:00 on testing days, so it is essential that 
students arrive to school on time.  Teachers will include test dates in their weekly 
newsletters for your information.  To help your child get ready for the test you can: 

• Talk about the test in a way that helps soothe any anxiety they may feel. 
• To boost your child’s confidence, celebrate with them the many things they’ve 

learned this year 
• Take a practice test with your child and think out loud, sharing different 

strategies that might help them if/when they feel stuck.  
• Make sure your child gets a good night’s sleep and a low-sugar breakfast that 

includes brain food (protein, blueberries and peppermint tea) before testing. 
Taking an interest in your child’s preparation for assessments shows them that 
you care about their academic success! 



 

 

Students Aren’t the Only Ones Being Assessed! 
Spring is also a time when schools and districts reach out to 
stakeholders to get feedback on how we’re doing 
At Alta Vista, we measure the growth and success of our charter program in 
several ways: 

 Face-to-Face feedback at Governance Council Meetings, Discipline, Budget 
and other committee meetings, TBBC Meetings, and other events throughout 
the school year 

 Data ranging from academics to campus culture, attendance and discipline 

 Surveys like the California Healthy Kids Survey and the LCAP Survey 

 Dot Boards where your can quickly mark how you think we’re doing on our 
LCAP goals and activities 

Our team uses your input to make decisions on budget, curriculum and 
instruction, professional development, staffing, calendar, and so much more. We 
also report on our progress toward goals in our Local Control Accountability 
Plan.  The information we collect and report increases in reliability when we a 
majority of our community participates. We hope you will help us continue to 
improve our school by pausing to give your feedback this spring! 

Fun Fact:  A single cloud can weigh more than one million pounds! 

5th Graders experience the AGE OF SAIL 
The year is 1906.  Alta Vista 5th Graders, or “lads,” were immersed 
in an eighteen-hour journey through the past. As “green” hands 
they learned to step lively under the watchful eyes of ship’s 
officers. Crews learned to work with rigging, row a longboat, stand 
night watch, keep bell time and much, much more. At the end of the 
day they slept in the ship’s fo’c’s’le just like original crew! 

  

Principal’s Message 
Among the most 

challenging aspects of 
leading a school is finding 

the right balance of 
student discipline and 

support. For this reason, 
many school districts 

develop a discipline matrix 
for their schools to use.  

While AUSD works on this 
goal the Alta Vista Team, 
with valuable input from 
parents and community 

partners, has developed a 
discipline matrix which will 
be imbedded in our Code 
of Conduct. We are in the 
final stages of review on 

this critical tool and will be 
sharing it with our families 

this month. 

 We hope this brings an 
increased sense of clarity, 
equity, and safety and an 
increased sense of safety 

to staff, students, and 
families.  Thanks to all who 
help to bring this together! 

Camille Taylor, Ed.D. 
Principal 

 

 
Drop-Off  

Students who eat breakfast at 
school can be brought to the 
MPR at 7:30 am. All other 
students should remain with 
their parents until 7:40 am 
when there is Yard and MPR 
supervision.   

Pick-Up 
After School, students who 
are not picked up within 10 
minutes of the dismissal bell 
will be brought to the office 
for pick-up.  Please make 
sure your student knows their 
after-school plan! 


